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Emily L, Gregory. 

By ELIZABETH G. BRITTON. 
Botany and Barnard College have lost an earnest and devoted 
worker by the death of Doctor Gregory. Her loss is particularly 
sad just now when Barnard is at the threshold of its new and en- 
larged career, its scope and accommodations widened and its new 
home nearly ready for occupancy. That Dr. Gregory was one of 
the principal attractions of the College in the early days of its ca- 
reer, cannot be denied, for at first, the number of special students in 
botany exactly equalled, for three successive years, the total num- 
ber of students in the College. She gave herself enthusiastically 
to her work and spared neither her time nor her strength in her 
devotion to her pupils, encouraging them to do original investiga- 
tion and showing them by her own work and guidance in the 
laboratory how to do it. Her own attainments were high and 
diverse and she sometimes, perhaps, failed to realize that she be- 
fitted more advanced and special work than her students were 
qualified to accomplish, but whatever achievements are recorded 
from those who have worked with her, have always been of true 
scientific merit and often worthy of publication. Several have 
been read before the Torrey Botanical Club and published in the 
Bulletin and elsewhere. Besides this Dr. Gregory did her share 
of " popularizing " botany by assisting with her pupils at the three 
"Annual Exhibits of the Progress of Science, ,, held by the Acad- 
emy of Sciences of New York in the spring of 1895-96 and 1897. 
and by various private evening classes of men and women. The 
high and special character of her training guided her studies en- 
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tirely into the lines of Morphology and Physiology, and for Sys- 
tematic Botany she had very little interest, other than what was 
necessary for the accomplishment of her work in her own chosen 
fields. Neither can it be claimed thai: she accomplished a great deal 
of original investigation on widely different lines, but her frequent 
reviews in the Bulletin show that she kept informed on the most 
advanced German investigations and theories and her little text- 
book on the " Elements of Plant Anatomy " demonstrates that she 
had thoroughly mastered a wide range of subjects and adapted 
them for the use of her pupils. She was not clear nor concise in 
her lectures and quizzes, but this came from her desire to impart 
all that she could of the wealth of information she had in store and 
is amply compensated for by the lasting influences which she has 
left among those who have had the advantage of studying with 
her. 

Personally Dr. Gregory was extremely attractive, not only for 
her cheery good temper, but for her faculty in making friends and 
for her kindly and personal interest in all with whom she came in 
contact. She was simple and domestic in her tastes, preferring 
quiet and social pleasures to any show or ostentation, enjoying 
her "work for the work's sake," loving the truth and living an un- 
selfish life which ended without any long or gradual failure of her 
powers, or any serious suffering or painful iliness. She died 
peacefully, believing in the faith of her parents, with full confi- 
dence that everything had been done for her comfort by the 
friends and relations about her and was accompanied to her grave 
at Angola, N. Y., by loving friends and beautiful flowers. Her 
memory remains among us, full of gayety and kindliness and 
sweet content. 

BIOGRAPHY. 

Emily Loriva Gregory was born at Portage, New York, on 
December 31st, 1841. She received her early education at Albion 
Seminary and after graduating from there she taught at Dunkirk 
(Fredonia) Friendship Seminary and earned enough to go to Cor- 
nell University in 1876, where she studied botany and literature, 
taking her degree as Bachelor of Literature in 1 881. She held a 
position at Smith College from 1 88 i-i 88 3 as teacher of botany, 
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and the following winter had charge of the laboratory work in 
botany of the Harvard Annex. In 1 883-1884 she went abroad 
and studied for two years at Strasburg under Prof. Wigand and 
one year at Zurich, where on July 23d, 1886, she received her de- 
gree of Doctor of Philosophy, having been one of the earliest of 
American women to whom this honor was accorded. On her re- 
turn to America she held a position at Bryn Mawr for two years 
as associate in botany to Prof. E. B. Wilson, who was then pro- 
fessor of biology at that institution. She resigned this position 
because it was not congenial to her, and during the following 
winter was associated with Prof. W. P. Wilson at the University 
of Pennsylvania in developing its botanical laboratory. 

In the spring of 1889 she was appointed instructor in botany 
at Barnard College, and spent the summer abroad studying with 
Prof. Schwendener, at Berlin, and purchasing microscopes, charts, 
models and books for the new laboratory, the funds for the equip- 
ment of which were supplied from private subscriptions by mem- 
bers of the Torrey Botanical Club. She also spent her summer 
vacations abroad in 1893, 1894, and 1896, and always came back 
with renewed energy and zeal, as well as stores of books and 
fresh knowledge. 

Her department grew rapidly in popularity and in numbers, 
and it soon became necessary to secure the assistance of Miss 
Effie Southworth, now Mrs. Volney M. Spalding, and later of 
Miss Jean Howell. The collections for the laboratory were first 
begun with the herbarium of Elizabeth G. Knight as a nucleus, 
and subsequently that of Dr. Thomas Morong was added by pur- 
chase, also with a fund raised by private subscription among the 
members of the Torrey Botanical Club. A fellowship in botany 
was also endowed by Mrs. Esther Herrman, one of our members. 

The laboratory soon outgrew its cramped accommodation on 
the top floor of 343 Madison avenue and in 1895 it was moved to 
the top floor of No. 518 Fifth avenue. In 1896 Dr. Gregory was 
appointed full Professor of Botany and Dr. Herbert M. Richards 
was called to assist her. Together they had planned the new 
courses and laboratories in Brinckerhoff Hall, but Dr. Gregory did 
not live to see them completed, dying on April 21,1 897, just as the 
-arrangements for moving her residence and laboratory had been 
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made. She will be missed at the meetings of the Torrey Club at 
which she read several original papers. She has been connected 
with the Bulletin as associate editor since 1889 and has contri- 
buted thirty-five articles and reviews to its volumes, beginning 
in 1886. She was also an occasional contributor to the Botan- 
ical Gazette and an active member of the Society of American 
Naturalists, whose yearly meetings she frequently attended. She 
was elected a member of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science in 1892, having attended the meeting at Rochester 
of that year and read a paper before the Botanical Section. She 
had also studied for a brief period at Woods Holl, where she had- 
planned to spend the coming season. Her death leaves the 
botanical laboratory without any natural successor, though its 
founders hope that one may be secured who will continue the 
policy which she so ably represented. 

The following minute was adopted by the Executive Committee 
of the Board of Trustees of Barnard College at their meeting on 
Thursday, April 22, 1897: 

Professor Gregory gave to Barnard College, through the eight 
years of its existence, a service in the highest degree loyal, en- 
thusiastic and successful. Her influence in creating and maintain- 
ing a high standard in scientific work was of great importance in 
determining the character of the college. She had the good for- 
tune to possess, together with great intellectual gifts, the graces of 
character to make them effective, and her scholarship was in the 
service of kindliness, of courage and of truth. The college bears 
witness not only to her love of sound learning, but to the modesty 
and openness of mind which were the rare and beautiful setting of 
her powers. 

The following preamble and resolutions were adopted by the 
Club at its meeting, held May 11, 1897: 

Whereas; our esteemed fellow-member, Miss Emily L. Gregory 
is lost to us by death, therefore it is 

Resolved: that in realization of our loss we express our deep 
sorrow for this sad event, at this untimely period when she was 
just about to enter upon a new era in her career as a teacher, to 
which we all, with her, had looked forward with happiest anticipa- 
tion, and 

Resolved: that we have lost in her an accomplished scientist,. 
a devoted teacher, a warm hearted, generous friend, and 
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Resolved: that a copy of these resolutions be presented to her 
surviving relatives, to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies. 
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Studies in the Botany of the Southeastern United States.— X. 

By JOHN K. SMALL. 

THE GENUS TRADESCANTIA IN THE SOUTHERN 

STATES* 

Six years' experience with Tradescantia, both in the field and in 
the herbarium, has convinced me that there is something funda- 
mentally wrong in the several existing treatments of the genus. 
Since I became interested in the forms occurring in the Southern 
States Dr. J. N. Rose has arranged to monograph the North 
American Commellinaceae and I publish these notes with his 
knowledge and consent. 

Linnaeus described a single North American species, namely, 7. 
Virginiana.\ Of American authors, Walter,^ Michaux,§ Pursh,|| 
Elliott Tf and Darby,** each described two species, while Chap- 

* I have had the privilege of examining material in the herbaria of Lafayette Col- 
lege, through Professor Thos. C. Porter, and of Franklin and Marshall College, through 
Professor J. S. Stahr. Professor S. M. Tracy has sent me specimens at various times. 
I have also received material from regions beyond the area with which this paper is 
concerned, from Mr. B. F. Bush, Rev. E. J. Hill and Rev. J. M. Bales. 

f Sp. PI. 288. 

JF1. Car. 119. 

§F1. Bor. Am. 119. 

|| Fl. Am. Sept. 218. 

If Bot. S. C. & Ga. 380-381. 

** Bot. S. States, 547-548. 



